
Renhe Spring Residential 
Development, Chengdu, 
China
   Residential Architect of the Year 
   (Greater China)

The Forum, Hong Kong
   Commercial & Mixed-use Architect 
   of the Year (Hong Kong)
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> > > How did Aedas grow?
The company has changed a lot since I set it up in 1985 in 
Hong Kong. We have grown from a two-person company 
to a global design company with a reputation for quality 
design. I think we are unique in that we have so many 
offices which truly understand their local culture and 
environment whilst designing at an international level.

Our growth since 1995 was fueled by Asia. We explored 
new countries and cities and established new offices 
to provide a full and professional service to our clients. I 
learnt from the economic difficulties of 1985 and 1997 
and ensured Aedas had a wide network of offices with a 
wide spectrum of building types to balance the ups and 
downs of the markets. Balancing our work load in this way 
has been very important to our stability and success.

> > > How does the recent China downturn affect Aedas?
Even in downturns such as 1997, 2003 and 2008 Aedas 
has maintained a steady employment and growth for 
our staff. Last year we cut our ties with our UK partners, 
thereby losing 300 staff and yet we remain fifth largest 
in the world. Our China offices are now stable following 
the difficulties caused by the contraction of the China 
economy and Aedas is expanding into new building 
types in China to compensate. We will increase our work 
in technology hubs, healthcare, education and cultural 
facilities.

aedas.com

ASIA Hong Kong . Beijing . Chengdu . Macau . New Delhi . Shanghai . Singapore 
EUROPE London . Berlin
MIDDLE EAST Abu Dhabi . Dubai . Doha 
AMERICA Los Angeles . Seattle

Chairman’s point of view
News

A 30-YEAR
LEGACY  

In September 1985 our Chairman Keith Griffiths opened his office 
in Hong Kong. That office became Aedas and Keith has overseen 
all the many changes that Aedas has been through over the years. 
Recently we interviewed him about his vision and future plans.

Our new London office and Aedas Arts Team brings 
Aedas an exciting portfolio of cultural buildings including 
theatres, concert halls and museums. I foresee that China 
will require many world class cultural venues in the future. 

> > > What are your key considerations for Aedas’ 
structure?
When I set up 30 years ago I was concerned to create a 
design house which would enable designers to create 
the best designs in an environment which stimulated, 
recognised and incentivised them. We have designed a 
company which is truly open and inclusive with a fair, 
honest and collegiate atmosphere and where everyone is 
respected and can make an input to the company. 

> > > How do you ensure your goals for Aedas are 
maintained?
My role as the founder and Chairman is to facilitate change. 
Aedas evolves rapidly to accommodate a changing world. 
The decisions we make are discussed and agreed with our 
40 Directors and shareholders who are deeply involved 
with their staff. Therefore Aedas goals are shared goals and 
maintenance of a shared goal is much easier for me.

I am excited by the prospect of leading 
Aedas to our next stage of development 
and enjoying another 20 years of guiding 
our company.

Xi’an Jiaotong-Liverpool 
University Administration 
Information Building, 
Suzhou, China
   Gold Award, Commercial: Office

Asia Pacific Property Awards 2015 Asia Pacific Property Awards 2015

Mapletree Business City 
Shanghai and VivoCity 
Shanghai, Shanghai, China
   5-Star Best Mixed-use  Architecture, 
   China and nominee for International 
   Property Awards 2015

Sandcrawler, Singapore
   Merit Award outside Hong Kong – 
   Commercial Building

LAND Experience Center, 
Xi’an, China
   Highly Commended, Leisure 
   Architecture, China    

HKIA Annual Awards 2014

The Forum, Hong Kong   
   Merit Award of Hong Kong – 
   Commercial Building

Heartland 66, Wuhan, China
   Highly Commended, Mixed-use 
   Architecture, China  

Architectural Review MIPIM Future 
Project Awards 2015

Express Rail Link West 
Kowloon Terminus, 
Hong Kong   
   High Commendation

The Heart of Yiwu, an 
‘Urban Living’ Plaza, Yiwu, 
China   
   Commendation

SCMP Chivas 18 Architecture 
Awards 2015

Mongkok Residence, 
Hong Kong
   Future Projects Architect of the Year

Element Suzhou Science 
and Technology Town, 
Suzhou, China
   5-Star Best Hotel Architecture, 
   China and nominee for International 
   Property Awards 2015

Ciputra International, 
Jakarta, Indonesia
   5-Star Best Mixed-use Architecture, 
   Indonesia

Hongqiao World Centre, 
Shanghai, China
   Highly Commended, Mixed-use 
   Architecture, China

The Bankside Towers, 
Shanghai, China
   Highly Commended, Office 
   Architecture, China

Renhe Spring Residential 
Development, Chengdu, 
China
   Highly Commended, Residential 
   High-rise Architecture, China

Shijiazhuang Ximei 
Business Hotel, 
Shijiazhuang, China
   Highly Commended, Hotel 
   Architecture, China

HKIA Cross-Strait Architectural 
Design Awards 2015

Revitalisation Project at 
Mallory Street /
Burrows Street, Wan Chai, 
Hong Kong
   Silver Award, Community, Culture, 
   Religion and Recreational Projects

2015 USITT Architecture Awards

Guildhall School of Music 
and Drama at Milton Court, 
London
   Merit Award

Singapore Design Awards 2015

Asia’s Top Design Practices

The Heart of Yiwu, An ‘Urban 
Living’ Plaza, Yiwu, China 
   Highly Commended, Retail 
   Architecture, China 

Singapore Good Design Mark 2015

The Venue Residences and 
Shoppes, Singapore
   SG Mark

3 months 23 international awards

Learn more about our awards

      approaching completion

Global RLI Awards 2015

Center 66, Wuxi, China
   Highly Commended, International  
   Shopping Centre

Sina’s Infinity Loop

Project  Sina Headquarters
Location  Beijing, PRC
Design Directors / Co-design Directors / Project Directors  Ken Wai 
Co-design Director / Design Review Director  Yu Chieh Chiang
Clients  Sina.Com Technology (China) Co Ltd / 
R&F (Beijing) Properties Development Co Ltd
Gross Floor Area  124,500 sq m
Completion Year  2015

This new headquarters for Sina.Com Technology (China) Co 
Ltd is located in the south of Beijing Zhongguancun Software 
Park. It includes an open office area, large conference rooms, 
media rooms, library, entertainment rooms, a canteen and 
other supporting amenities. 

Using the infinity symbol ‘∞’ to express the limitless concept, 
the overall planning combines two inner open spaces to create 
a classic courtyard style layout. The focal point ‘Sina’s Eye’ 
serves as the main vertical transportation hub and a symbol 
representing the vision and core value of Sina.

Chongqing’s Premier Retail Destination

Project  Chongqing Guanyinqiao Sincere Centre Phase II Project
Location  Chongqing, PRC
Design Director / Co-design Director / Project Director  Kevin Wang
Co-design Director / Design Review Director  Keith Griffiths
Client  Chongqing Xinyuantong Enterprise Co Ltd
Gross Floor Area  182,495 sq m
Completion Year  2017

Located in the commercial and cultural centre of the city, 
Chongqing Guanyingqiao Sincere Centre Phase II is a mixed-use 
project which consists of an office tower, service apartments 
and a retail podium. The retail component connects with the 
Phase I mall forming a brand new Sincere shopping centre with 
over 100,000 square metres and will be one of the biggest luxury 
shopping designations in western China.
 
This project is at the schematic design stage and set to complete 
towards the end of 2017.   

An innovative rooftop destination, a village in a forest and 
an exciting mall all set in a historic park combining into a 
premier retail destination.

3 Malls in One: New Retail Planning Ideas

Project  Chongqing Taoyuan Ju International Garden  
Phase 9 and 10 Retail Project
Location  Chongqing, PRC
Design Director / Co-design Director / Project Director  Josh Goh
Co-design Director / Design Review Director  Keith Griffiths
Client  Li International Investment (Shenzhen) Group Co., Ltd
Gross Floor Area  120,000 sq m
Completion Year  2017

Learn more about our projects

> > > What were the key changes to Aedas as we grew?
Aedas continuously adapts as we grow and the world 
changes. In the 1990s our expertise in rail and airport 
design led our expansion from 50 staff in Hong Kong 
to 250 in Southeast Asia and the Middle East. In 2002 
Andrew Bromberg joined the company. His designs quickly 
gave Aedas an international design stature. Also in 2002 
we opened the London office and rebranded as Aedas 
which established us as a global brand and facilitated 
our growth by 2009 to 1,500 staff in 18 cities. In 2009 we 
established ourselves firmly in China with a sophisticated, 
nationwide marketing team which has led to over 60% of 
our work now being in China.  

> > > What changes do you see in the future for Aedas?
China is entering a period of more considered and 
sophisticated planning and construction which will require 
our designers to have communication and language skills 
to match.

Our competition in China will be the local design institutes 
which now have world class designers with high density 
expertise surpassing that of most international design 
houses.

I anticipate that Aedas will employ more mainland Chinese 
designers and our China offices will grow substantially. 

I foresee that the Western economies will have difficulty 
to recover to their pre 2008 fortunes and that China will 
become the world’s leading economic power in the next 
five years. Aedas is ideally positioned to enjoy the design 
opportunities and challenges that will come from the 
growth of China and indeed Asia. Aedas will grow a strong 
network of China offices in the next five years which will 
become the backbone of our global company.

> > > What personal plans do you have for the future?
I created Aedas 30 years ago and nearly all of my 
professional life has been involved in building this 
company. Aedas’ success and the success and happiness 
of our staff is my priority in life. 

Our company has a strong and flexible structure which 
allows it to benefit from changing markets. I believe that 
in the next 10 years Aedas will become deeply involved 
in forming the new sustainable cities of China and that, 
through this knowledge and expertise we will develop into 
a globally respected institution embedded in all the major 
cities of the world.

I am excited by the prospect of leading Aedas to our next 
stage of development and enjoying another 20 years of 
guiding our company.
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Recognitions are no stranger 
to Aedas. We have received two 
new additions in a spectacular 
fashion at the Hong Kong 
Institute of Architects Annual 
Awards 2014. Two office projects 

Double win in Hong Kong

– The Forum in Hong Kong and 
Sandcrawler in Singapore – won 
Merit Awards for the Commercial 
Building category in and outside 
Hong Kong respectively.

The Forum in Hong Kong (left) and Sandcrawler in Singapore 

Aedas took home 10 awards at 
this year’s Asia Pacific Property 
Awards (APPA). Our hotel 
project in Suzhou – Element 
Suzhou Science and Technology 
Town and mixed-use project in 
Shanghai – Mapletree Business 
City Shanghai and VivoCity 
Shanghai, China, topped other 
competitors in respective 
categories and will represent 
Asia Pacific to compete against 
other winning projects from 
Europe, Africa, the Americas 
and Arabia at the year-end 
International Property Awards 
2015. Our Global Board Director 
Kevin Jose also spoke on mixed-
use designs during the APPA 
Summit.

10 Awards 
in 1 Ceremony

Element Suzhou Science and 
Technology Town in Suzhou, China

Three to Tango

The Forum in Hong Kong (left),  Renhe Spring Residential Development 
in Chengdu, China, and Mongkok Residence in Hong Kong (right)

Aedas hosted a VIP Dinner on 
29 June 2015 in Chongqing. 
Clients and partners joined 
Aedas Chairman Keith Griffiths, 
Global Board Directors Ken Wai, 
Andy Wen, and other Executive 
Directors to enjoy an evening 
of inspiring dialogues and 
networking opportunities. 

“We believe that communication 
between us (Aedas and our 
clients) is vital to the success 
of our projects,” said Chairman 
Keith Griffiths. “That is why in 
China we hire a lot of Chinese 
architects who speak the 
language, understand and 
respect the social and cultural 
needs of the local community 
they are designing for.” 

Chongqing is the first inland 
trading port in China and has 
now become an international 
city. Aedas as a leading global 
architecture and design practice 
is committed to contribute 
positively to this beautiful 
mountain city in China.

VIP Dinner 
in Chongqing

Aedas Directors and guests en-
joyed a night of inspiring dialogues 

The spotlight is on The Forum 
in Hong Kong again. Together 
with Renhe Spring Residential 
Development in Chengdu, China, 
and Mongkok Residence in Hong 
Kong, Aedas won three South 
China Morning Post Chivas 18 

Architecture and Design Awards 
2015, being named Commercial 
and Mixed-use Architect of the 
Year (Hong Kong), Residential 
Architect of the Year (Greater 
China) and Future Projects 
Architect of the Year.

Mapletree Business City Shanghai 
and VivoCity Shanghai, China

03 2015 - 06 2015

Congratulations to the Grand Opening of 
Chongqing Sincere Plaza

Sincere Plaza is the latest addition of Sincere Group’s shopping mall 
designed by Aedas

Aedas Arts Team has started 
the introduction of its portfolio 
of projects to Asia this year, with 
its first stop in China during the 
first week of June. The team 
visited several organisations 
and cultural institutions to 
share their insights of designing 
and restoring arts and cultural 
projects.

“We are very keen to share the 
knowledge we have amassed 
over the years as a specialist 
design team,” said Barry 
Pritchard, Executive Director 

of Aedas Arts Team. “We want 
to draw on our expertise to 
tailor unique solutions for each 
project in Asia.”

Aedas Arts Team leads the way in 
creating innovative architecture 
to support and facilitate the arts. 
The team designs for a broad 
range of clients across the arts 
community, tackling both new 
buildings and the restoration 
of some of the finest historic 
theatres – breathing new life 
into important and much-loved 
parts of the cultural heritage.

Arts Team Comes to China

One of the signature projects of Arts Team: London Coliseum,  London, UK

Sincere Group’s Chongqing 
Sincere Plaza, the new high-end 
shopping centre located at Wuyi 
Road and designed by Aedas, held 
its grand opening ceremony on 30 
June 2015. Aedas’ Chairman Keith 
Griffiths, Global Board Directors 
Ken Wai and Andy Wen, Project 
Director Ed Lam, Managing 
Director - China William Wong 
and Deputy Managing Director - 
China Yin Sheng Liu attended the 
ceremony. Keith, as an guest-of-

honour, shared the design concept 
with the guests and media.
 
Sincere Plaza and Sincere 
Financial Center form a new 
mixed-use complex in Chongqing.  
The design is inspired by the twin 
rivers and gorges of the Chongqing 
landscape and is a continuation of 
the angular shapes derived from 
Chillida sculpture which were 
established by Keith at Starlight 
Place. 

Aedas designed Starlight Place 
for Sincere Group a few years ago

The design is inspired by the twin 
rivers and gorges of the Chongqing 
landscape and is a continuation of 
the angular shapes derived from 
Chillida sculpture which were estab-
lished by Keith at Starlight Place. 

Sincere Financial Center and 
Sincere Plaza are located at the 
heart of Chongqing’s downtown

Chairman of Aedas Keith Griffiths 
(right) was invited by Chairman of 
Sincere Group Mr Wu as a guest-
of-honour to attend the ceremony

Keith Griffiths explained the de- 
sign concept on stage
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Guildhall School of Music and Drama
London, UK

Dubai Metro
Dubai, UAE

The Star by Andrew Bromberg of Aedas
one-north, Singapore

Fortune Plaza Phase 1
Beijing, PRC


